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DIRECTIONS 

MESSAGE FROM THE ECDC STAFF 
 
Transitions signal a time of change and growth. As we transition from season to season, many parents are 
preparing their children for transition to preschool or to kindergarten. Please know that the Direction 
Center is here to assist you with information and resources that will be helpful to you as you guide your 
child through the early childhood years.  
 
Happy Spring!! 
 
 

March 10, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
RCDSEIP presents Audiology for the 
Child in Early Intervention.  Assistive 
Technology for the child with hearing 
impairment.  New York’s Hotel 
Pennsylvania, 401 Seventh Ave.   
RSVP Kaitlin at  
(888) 518-8716 x2123, email 
kaitlin.lavin@thementornetwork.com 
 
March 11, 7:00 pm.  I.D.E.A.L. 
presents a panel to discuss student 
success in the 21st century.  Located at 
St. John’s Univ, 300 Howard Ave.  
Seating is limited.  Free.  For info or to 
register, c all Joan McKeever-Thomas at 
(718) 605-1400 or email 
D31IDEAL@yahoo.com.   
 
March 11 and April 15,  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm - Special Education 
Advocacy Workshop with attorneys 
from New York Lawyers for Public 
Interest.  Both sessions held at Safe 
Horizon Community Mediation Ctr, 210 
Joralemon Street, Rm 618, Brooklyn, 
NY. Registration required.  Call Suhali at 
(212) 244-4664 x348. 
 
March 12-13, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Going to the Heart of Autism 
2-day RDI (Relationship Development 
Intervention) program workshop.  
Located at Affinia Manhattan, 371 7th 
Ave, NYC.  For more information or to 
register, call Ana Lorena Hermosilla at 
(713) 838-1362 x130 or email 
alhermosilla@rdiconnect.com 
 
March 15, 9:30 am – 11:00 am 
United We Stand of NY & NY Lawyers 
for Public Interest presents: IDEA, 
What are my child’s rights?  81-15 164 
Street, Jamaica, NY, 3rd Fl conference 
room.  Register by calling (718) 302-
4313. 
 
March 16, 7:00 pm 
PATH Family Center’s Introduction to 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Class.  
Class includes Q&A regarding HBOT 
and children with cerebral palsy.  For 
more information and to register, call 
(718) 494-4120 or email 
pfc@pathfamilycenter.com 

COMMUNITY EVENTS, SEMINARS & CONFERENCES 
 
 

The Early Childhood 
Direction Center  

In addition to providing 

confidential information and 

referrals on infant and preschool 

programs and services, we link 

families to respite and recreation 

programs, support groups, 

counseling, medical services and 

financial support.  

We also provide ongoing 

co mmunity training programs to 

both parents and professionals.  

Contact our office to tailor a 

workshop to your unique needs.  

S.I. ECDC is funded by the New 

York State Education Department, 

Office of Vocational and 

Educational Services for Individuals 

with D isabilities (VESID) and locally 

sponsored by Staten Island 

University Hospital, North Shore – LIJ 

Health System.  
 

  

April 15, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
4th Annual Elizabeth Connelly 
Conference:  Autism: Education and 
Intervention for Richer Lives 
Registration and information online 
ONLY @ www.regonline.com/2010-
Connelly-Conference 
 
April 26 – 29 
YAI will be hosting its 31st Annual 
International Conference at the Hilton 
NYC.  This year’s theme is Decade of 
Decisions: Moving Forward in 
Developmental and Learning Disabilities 
with workshops covering a variety of 
topics.  Fore more information, call (212) 
273-6100 or register online at 
yai.org/conference.   
 
April 28, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
SIDDC Education Committee 
Spring Seminar.  Focus is Accessing 
Supports & Services Throughout a 
Lifetime.  Institute for Basic Research, 
1050 Forest Hill Rd.  Free.  For 
information or to register, call ECDC at 
(718) 226-6670 or email ecdc@siuh.edu 
 
 
 
 

March 18, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
AHRC Family Education Series 
presents, Sibling Services:  Meeting 
the Needs of  Sisters & Brothers of 
People with Developmental 
Disabilities.  Free.  83 Maiden Lane, 
NYC.  To register call Donna Gifford 
at (212) 780-2353.   
 
March 23, 10:00 am – 12:00 noon 
Resources for Children with Special 
Needs.  “HELP! Support Services” 
workshop with Gary Shulman.  Free. 
JCC, 1466 Manor Rd, Register online 
www.resourcesnyc.org or call  
(212) 677-4650 x20.  
 
March 27, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
NYS Developmental Disabilities 
Planning Council, St. Mary’s 
Healthcare System and Parent to 
Parent of NYS presents: Advocacy 
Training for Parents.  Institute for 
Basic Research, 1050 Forest Hill Rd.  
Registration required.  Breakfast and 
lunch provided.  Call (718) 281-8666. 
 
April 10, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 
Agency Resource Fair for Families.  
The Hungerford School @ I.S. 43, 100 
Essex Drive.  Learn more about 
services and resources that are 
available.  For more information email 
zmartinez@schools.nyc.gov 
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242 Mason Avenue – 1st Floor 

Staten Island, New York 10305 

PHONE (718) 226-6670 
FAX (718) 226-6385 

E-mail: ECDC@siuh.edu 
 

LAURA KENNEDY 
Director  

 
KATHLEEN NOWAK 
Community Outreach  
Education Coordinator  

 
DOLORES REIG 

Resource & Referral Coordinator 
Bilingual – English/Spanish 

(718) 226-6374 
 

DENISE DOBRIN 
Family Services Coordinator 

Visit us at: 
www. siuh .edu/childhood.html   

 
www.vesid.nysed.gov/lsn  
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UNDERSTANDING PRESCH OOL SPECIAL EDUCATIO N 
WORKSHOPS 

 
March 10   �’     April 12   �’     May 3    �’     June 7 

 
Michael J. Petrides Education Complex 

715 Ocean Terrace, Building A, Room 209 
10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

This carefully prepared curriculum includes a valuable resource packet on 
the evaluation process, federal and state laws, due process rights, and the 
development of a child’s Individualized Educational Program (IEP) and the 
continuum of services available for a preschool child with special education 
needs in the Least Restrictive Environment. Inclusive educational services 
available at your child’s typical early childhood program will also be 
discussed.  Information workshop for parents of children newly referred to 
the CPSE. 

 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  

 CHOOSE THE DATE THAT WORKS FOR YOU 
CALL THE ECDC AT (718) 226-6670 OR EMAIL: ECDC@SIUH.EDU 



Early Literacy:  Birth through Five 
 
       Before a child is born, the sounds of the real world start entering his/her awareness; voices, cars, television  
and radio, the family dog, even a mother’s heartbeat and the pulsing of blood through her body.  At birth, the world 
of sounds and visual images explodes into a confusing and unpredictable array of stimuli.  The child’s task is now  
to make sense of this chaos and to find a comfortable and safe spot within it.  This is where literacy begins. 
 
       Very early literacy looks more like care giving than the alphabet or word recognition.  It begins with reciprocal babbling and moves 
to speaking and interacting with a young child.  It consists of hearing spoken words and developing an association between the words 
and their respective objects; of discovering meaning in a seemingly random string of sounds; of understanding that these sounds enable 
the child to understand and be understood by the caregiver.  This knowledge then gradually transfers to the written word. 
 
       As a child becomes increasingly verbal and aware of the environment, have conversations, make and share memories and tell family 
stories with your child.  Read the writing in the real world:  signs, logos, cereal boxes, headlines.  “Read” the world itself:  “curbs say 
stop,” “red/green/yellow lights say ____”, budding flowers say “spring”, snow says “winter”. 
 
       Make ordinary language more interesting by using adjectives, adverbs, descriptors and by expanding on what a child says to you.  
For example, “Cold outside” can become, “It is so freezing cold outside that my eyes sting and my nose feels like an icicle!”  Don’t 
worry about using “big” words your child does not yet know, think of it as introducing new vocabulary words. 
 
       Encourage your child to think and act as independently as possible.  Listen to your child as if what s/he was saying was really 
important.  When your child asks you the same question too many times, challenge him/her by asking “what do you think?”  When your 
child tells you s/he “can’t” do something, ask how you can help without actually doing it for the child. 
 
        Connect with your child’s curiosity by asking “I wonder…” questions.  For example, “I wonder   …what will happen next?” … 
what is under that rock? …why do birds fly instead of swim?”  Join your child in what s/he is curious about and try to see the world 
through the child’s eyes every now and then. 
 
       When your child is ready, introduce the alphabet by pointing out letter names and sounds in the words you have already pointed out 
to him/her:  signs, logos, cereal boxes, headlines, etc.  When you are walking or riding in the car, rather than just singing the Alphabet 
Song, make up little songs that emphasize spelling and the sound of the first letter in a word, as well as rhyming words.  Use familiar 
melodies like “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”, “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, or even the “Alphabet Song”. 
 
       For example, using the melody from “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” sing, “ ‘M’ is for Mary, Mommy, Mickey Mouse, ‘M’ says, mmm, 
mmm, mmm, mmm, mmm mmm.”  Then repeat using, ‘D’ is for Daddy, Doggie, Donald Duck, ‘D’ says duh, duh, duh, etc.  Use your 
imagination and continue as long as it is fun for the child.  Make up fun rhyming songs and games.  For example, “banana, wanana, 
ganana, ranana, banana!”, “Mary mad a mittle mamb, mittle mamb, mittle mamb, etc” stressing the sound of the first letter of each 
word.  Say to your child, “I see/am thinking of something that sounds like rat, can you guess the word I’m thinking of?”  Give hints as 
needed; the object is to get the child thinking about connections between words and not just getting the “right” answer. 
 
       Encourage your child to make his/her own “Favorite Words” book; the child dictates the “favorite” word to you and you write it 
down either as a list or as a book with one word to a page.  A younger child can draw a picture to match the word; an older child can 
copy the word on the page to the best of his/her ability at that moment. 
 
       Play the “Clapping Game”: clap your hands, and invite the child to do the same, once on each syllable of the child’s name or any 
word the child comes up with.  For example, the name William would be divided into “will” and “yum (iam)” and each syllable would 
get one clap.  Try a word like “chry-san-the-mum.”  Repeat each name or word at least 3 times, but remember to stop if the child is not 
enjoying it. 
 
       To practice writing or scribbling, get a roasting pan at least 3 inches deep, fill it with about half an inch of wet or dry sand, cornmeal 
or shaving cream, and invite the child to “write” or draw in it with his/her fingers or with a dowel, chopstick, or unsharpened pencil. 
 
       Give your child the freedom to explore and experiment while you watch from a safe distance.  Allow your child to make mistakes 
and then help the child solve or resolve the problem.  Forget about hovering over a child and micromanaging his/her every move, every 
decision, but always be there to oversee, supervise, protect, guide and love your child. 
          Dolores Reig 
 
Please call our office about upcoming free parent workshops on early childhood development! 

 

  

Summer Day Camps – For Children with Special Needs  
 
Spring is here and summer is soon coming.  With that in mind, you may be interested in a summer camp program for your young child.  If so, email us or give 
us a call and we will gladly supply you with a list of summer programs.  
 


